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RESIDENTIAL SPEEDING TOPS THE LIST 
 
As Chief, I receive a number of comments from the public about various neighborhood problems.  The topics 
range from dealing with specific neighbor issues to general neighborhood safety concerns.  By far, the number 
one comment centers on speeding vehicles in residential areas. 
 
Nationwide public surveys place speed enforcement in residential areas as the number one problem for local po-
lice.  In residential areas across America, our police officers are almost universally supported for enforcing speed 
laws.  Elm Grove’s experience is typical of this nationwide trend.  Our residents are overwhelmingly in favor of 
speed enforcement in their neighborhoods.  The graphic below shows how even relatively low speed crashes 
have fatal results: 
 
 

 
  
 
Graphic source: http://www.cnt.org/repository/Pedestrianrules.pdf 
 
  
In an effort to gain compliance with the 25 M.P.H. residential speed limits, our officers will pay particular attention 
to various residential areas.  Some of the areas that we have focused upon this spring and summer include; 
 
•  Hollyhock Lane and Legion Drive, near the Village Park and Tonawanda School 
• Wisconsin Ave 
• Woodland and Terrace Court area (stop sign and speed violations) 
• Woodlawn Circle and Hillside Road area 

What can you do to help?  As with a number of topics, 
the plan for change starts with the person in the mirror. 
Interestingly, a good number of the citations we write, 
when focusing on a problem area, are for Village resi-
dents.  Recently, focused enforcement efforts, on Jun-
eau Blvd., revealed that 41% of cited drivers were Elm 
Grove residents.   All roads in Elm Grove are 25 
M.P.H., with the exception of Bluemound Road (45 
m.p.h.) and Pilgrim Parkway (30 m.p.h.).  Be consider-
ate of your neighbors and their children that are walk-
ing, jogging, biking or playing in the area.  Make sure 
that you discuss the importance of safe speeds in resi-
dential neighborhoods with younger, less experienced 
drivers in your household.  Since driving is a daily ac-
tivity, we tend to take the complexity of the task for 
granted. Many of us multi-task with cell phones, make-
up, shaving, eating and the list goes on.  These dis-
tractions may cost you dearly.  No one starts the day 
with the idea of crashing a car or hurting oneself  or 
others, but it happens daily without warning  

Additionally, you may have received a warning letter, via mail, that a driver of a vehicle registered to you was wit-
nessed speeding in a residential area.  Citizen volunteers have monitored various subdivisions and reported un-
safe driver behavior to police so that we may notify vehicle owners, via warning letter, of the witnessed unsafe 
driving behavior. 
 
While perceptions of a speeding problem may vary widely among individuals, we do our best to identify problem 
areas and make our presence known.  We will continue to watch for speed and other dangerous traffic violations.  
Please pay attention, so you do not have to pay a ticket - or worse, insurance deductibles and medical bills. 



Police Department 

Crosswalk Talk 
 
The summer of 2008 will be remembered for the great weather, mild temperatures and the first full summer of 
park use.  While the debate continues about village pathways, general concerns about crosswalk safety where 
also shared by some Village residents this summer.  Drivers and pedestrians are encouraged to follow some 
simple rules of safety when sharing the roadway:   
          
                             

 

Drivers that fail to yield to pedestrians in a crosswalk may be subject to a $140.50 forfeiture.  Likewise, pe-
destrians who dart in the roadway at marked crosswalks or fail to yield to vehicles in areas without cross-
walks may be subject to forfeitures up to $71.20.  
 
Fines aside, safety is the issue here.  Encourage discussion with younger members of the household so 
that they understand the importance of pedestrian safety and the consequences for irresponsible or unsafe 
behavior.  Chances are that if a young person is not able to make good decisions in the presence of adults, 
they will not be able to make safe decisions navigating a congested downtown roadway unsupervised.  
 
Drivers – pay attention!  Make your primary focus operating the vehicle, especially when entering a high pe-
destrian area.  Limit distractions and look for pedestrians that may intend to cross the roadway.  
There is still plenty of good weather ahead for the ’08 season.  Get out and enjoy it -- safely. 

Graphic source: http://www.cnt.org/repository/Pedestrianrules.pdf 




