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Ask Now: Brookfield funds
to be spent in EIm Grove?

Possible Extension
of Wisconsin Avenue

The second major issue before the
Village this summer is the request by ti'le
City of Brookfield to connect Wisconszn
Avenue to Pilgrim Road. Wisconsin
Avenue in Brookfield runs from Calhoun
Road to the west, parallel to the north of
Bluemound Road, and ends just east of
Fountain Square shopping area behind

“the North Shore Bank. The Brookfield
proposal is to extend Wlsconsm Avenue

to connect P11gr1m Road at a point across

from Elliott’s Ace Hardware parking
lot morth access. Brookfield needs Elm
Grove’s cooperation because much of
Pilgrim Parkway right of way is controlled
by the Village.

The Wisconsin Avenue extension will
createaneastto westlocaltrafficalternative
to use of Bluemound Road. Residents of
Elm Grove and Brookfield would be able
to travel west without using Bluemound
Road. The existing ability to turn south
(left) from Watertown Plank Road onto
Pilgrim Parkway causes congestion in
the Bluemound Road — Pilgrim Parlway
(Moorland Road) intersection.

The Village has been working with
a consulting engineer to identify and
address a number of issues regarding
this proposal and held three public Open
House meetings to gain insight on public
preferences. Currently, we expect the
Public Works Committee to make a
recommendation on what option is most
desirable by the end of July or early
VAugust ‘The Village Board will then take
up consideration of the recommendation at
subsequent Village Board meetings.

ASK
NOW
GEOFF
BRUCE

Istherea
rumor you'd
like tracked
down? Geoff Bruce an-
swers some of the myster-

Elm Grove and helps solve
everyday problems. Send
your questions to
gbruce@gannett.com.

i am a Brookfield
resident. Why do my
city officials think
that it is okay to give
money to Eim Grove
for a new
intersection? [ am
talking about the
Wisconsin Avenue
plan. (ﬁt
Answer: I think this was
pretty much covered in the
article we ran a couple of
weeks ago on the subject.
= I'm guessing you didn’t
read that article, but in
case you did and I just

v wasn’tclear enough,Idon’t
| mind recapping.
9 For those who might not

i understand the question,
| theaskeris referring tothe

”

its tax incremental financing district to improvements at the
intersection of Pilgrim Road and Watertown Plank Road in Elm

Grove,

city of Brookfield’s plan to
allocate funds from its tax
incremental financing dis-
frict around Brookfield
Square toward a project to
extend Wisconsin Avenue
to Pilgrim Road. As part of
the plan, the city would pay
for improvements at the
current intersection of Pil-
grim and Watertown Plank

" Road in Elm Grove.

“The idea behind spend-

ing that money to extend to
Wisconsin Avenue and to

have an intersection with

Pilgrim Road is to take
pressure off of Bluemound
3 the area of Blue-
mound and Moorland,”
city of Brookfield Mayor

Steve Ponto said. “Tt would

be a very substantial bene-
fit to the city of Brookfield

GEOFF BRUCE/NOW MEDIA GROUP
ies of life in Brookfield and A proposal by the city of Brookfield would allocate funds from

to be able to alleviate some
of the traffic on that por- Ve
fion of Bluemound Road ™
and around Brookiield
Square.”

Under current Ilaw,
communities are not per-
mitted to use TIF funds
outside their own borders;
however, city of Brook-
field Mayor Steve Ponto is
leading the push for that to
be changed.

“Idid go to Madison and
so did (Elm Grove Village
President) Neil Palmer to
talk before the Legisla-
ture. There was absolutely
not opposition to it,” Ponto
said. “I think people

thought it made a tremen-
dous amount of sense and I
expect that to go through
the Legislature.”
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