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Statement to Elm Grove Village Board regarding Watertown Plank Rd. rerouting
August 28, 2017

My name is Allan Kasprzak and my wife and I are 27 year residents of Elm Grove. I live
at 15100 Red Fox Lane within a half mile or so of the proposed route. My purpose in
commenting is to give my perspective on the proposal.

1. The existing intersection at Watertown Plank Road is an accident of history. If one
were planning in light of present day traffic, the current situation is irrational and

abnormal.

2. The proposal before the Board is not the only solution to the problem; however, it is a
rational solution given the circumstance of Brookfield going ahead with the planned
extension of Wisconsin Avenue. Absent a cooperative approach from our Village, the
situation could become even more chaotic with potentially three traffic lights occurring in

rapid succession along Pilgrim Road.

3. I'believe traffic safety is a factor despite a possible lack of statistical evidence. My
wife was in a minor traffic accident there a couple of years ago. The other driver
approaching the intersection was distracted by the green arrow at Bluemound Road and
consequently ran the red light at Watertown Plank. Fortunately, the accident resulted in
only property damage to the cars. Had it not been for an Elm Grove police officer
observing the accident from an adjacent parking lot, my wife might have been implicated
as being at fault. Due to the alertness of the police officer, the other driver was instead
cited. I have personally observed many instances of traffic proceeding through the
intersection in an unapproved manner such as ignoring the traffic light at Watertown
Plank or continuing through the intersection during rush hour resulting in blockage of the
intersection. I generally avoid using the intersection if at all possible.

4. It seems the potential availability for state funding, combined with the need to address
the problems of the intersection, can override other concerns. Some are raising issues of
cost, tax implications, property disruption and other effects. I believe those concerns can
be alleviated over time and in the interest of the greater benefit to our Village.

5. Lastly, it might be appropriate to disallow the use of Terrace Drive south to
Bluemound Road as an option to drivers approaching from the east on Watertown Plank
who would try to avoid the new route. I would recommend consideration of no left turn
from westbound traffic to go south on Terrace Drive. Additionally, I would recommend
consideration of disallowing left turns from Terrace Drive to go east on Bluemound.
Given the congestion resulting from cars allowed to make u-turns on Bluemound Road to
go west towards Culvers, ctc., some effort should be made to alleviate the chain reaction
that could occur if Watertown Plank Road is modified as proposed.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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