Coyote

Coyotes are naturally secretive creatures, but they are opportunistic
hunters. If food is available in your neighborhood you may see them, day
or night. Coyotes primarily feed on small rodents and rabbits, and are an
important member of the food chain because of this tendency, but coyotes
will eat anything they can find, including fruit, vegetables and insects. Their
presence can be unnerving or frightening for people unused to coyotes, but
generally they are more afraid of you than you are of them. In some cases,
they may attack and kill small pets, although coyote attacks on humans are
exceptionally rare. There are numerous ways to manage the presence of
coyotes in your area.
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Do Not Feed Wildlife
• Do not store pet food out of doors, and keep pet food bowls inside when not
in use.
• Do not keep trash out of doors, or keep it secure with tight-fitting lids.
• Do not provide food and water for other wildlife. Rodents are attracted to
bird seed, and they are a coyote’s natural prey. Coyotes will also eat bird
seed, fruit, and compost for an easy meal.
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Protect Your Pets
• Keep cats indoors and watch dogs when
outdoors. Only leave pets unattended when
they are secure in a kennel with a covered
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Discourage Coyotes
• Clear brush and undergrowth in your
yard that can provide cover for coyotes or
habitat for important coyote prey species.
• Scare tactics can be used if you see a
Alyson Hurt
coyote in your yard or while out walking.
Yell and make loud noises, shake or throw
pop cans filled with coins, throw a ball, shoe, sticks or other object in the
direction of the coyote and/or spray the coyote with water. You can also buy
ultrasonic dog repellents or pocket-sized air horns.
• Fencing 6–7 feet high and buried approximately 1 foot deep can help keep all
but the most determined coyotes out of an area.
• Pick up all fallen fruit from fruit trees, keep compost secure, and make sure
trash cans are tightly lidded and secure. Never leave loose trash outside.
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For more information, visit our webpage:
dnr.wi.gov
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Coyotes are omnivores that will eat
anything edible. In the above photo,
for example, a coyote caught a squirrel
at a bird feeder.
Urban coyotes tend to use what natural
green space is available, including
parks and cemeteries.
Urban coyotes are usually more
nocturnal (active at night) than their
rural relatives, but may be active
during the day if they are feeding pups
or weren’t successful in hunting the
night before.
Trapping and hunting of coyotes is
legal year-round on your property
without a DNR license. Many
municipalities have regulations about
the discharge of firearms. Please check
with your local government to ensure
adherence to local ordinances.
Lethal removal is recommended
for coyotes that display aggressive
behavior towards humans.

Urban Wildlife Factsheet: Coyote

Yard Audit
This audit is designed to be distributed to homeowners and used on individual properties. Homeowners are
encouraged to share this audit with neighbors and community members because minimizing interactions with
coyotes works best when entire communities work together. (City of Mequon Coyote Nuisance Management
and Response Plan Policy)
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Ways to Mitigate
NEVER hand-feed or intentionally feed a coyote!

Pet Food

Never feed pets outdoors; store all pet food securely indoors.

Water
Sources

Remove water attractants such as pet water bowls, open water
buckets, and cover rain barrels.

Bird Feeders

Remove bird feeders or clean fallen seed to reduce the presence of
small mammals that coyotes prefer to eat.

Fallen Fruit

Clean up fallen fruit around trees.

Compost

Do not include meat or dairy among compost contents unless fully
enclosed.

Outdoor
Grills

Clean up food around outdoor grills and clean drip-trays after each
use.

Trash

Secure all trash containers with locking lids. Periodically clean
cans to reduce residual odors.

Landscaping

Trim vegetation to reduce hiding places and potential denning
sites.

Structures/
Outbuildings

Restrict access under decks and sheds, around wood piles, or any
other structure that can provide cover or denning sites for coyotes
or their prey.

Fencing

Pets

Establish a 6-foot fence (only as permitted by City code and/or
Homeowner Association [HOA] regulations) to deter coyotes.
Ensure that there are no gaps and that the bottom of the fence
extends underground 6 inches or is fitted with a mesh apron to
deter coyotes from digging underneath. Roller-bars can be
installed to prevent coyotes from climbing fences.
Never leave pets unattended outside, even in fenced yard
Never allow pets to “play” with coyotes.
Fully enclose outdoor pet kennels.
Obey leash laws and walk pets on a lead no longer than 6’.

