
 

 

Monthly Newsletter - June 2, 2025

Message From Village President Jim Koleski

Sitting here writing this update on May 22, the cold and rainy weather makes it a
challenge to feel spring will ever fully arrive. However, we all know that
Wisconsin weather, with patience, will change and bring with it a great end to
May as summer approaches.  I would also like to thank the Elm Grove Junior
Guild for organizing a wonderful Memorial Parade and related events. The
volunteerism was on full display as we celebrated Memorial Day and paid tribute
to everyone who have served our country. Please be extra careful of children as
school sessions end and more bikes and walkers are out and about enjoying
summer!

Public Works Committee. The committee met on May 22 to review bids received for the
construction of Pathway’s within the Village. The bids came in within budget and work will
commence this summer on the 2025 Pathways Project. As a reminder the Project includes the
following sections:

Juneau Boulevard from Legion Street to Watertown Plank Road
Gremoor Drive from Hollyhock Lane to Fairhaven Boulevard
Underwood River Parkway from San Fernando Drive to Hollyhock Lane

Completion of the Highland Pathway railroad crossing is also a top priority as CP Rail has until
May 31st to complete their work. Our contractor is standing by to finish up grading and paving as
soon as the railroad completes its work.

Staff has been working to prepare for the 2025 paving project along Highland Road as well as
other locations upgrading culverts and storm water drainage in preparation for paving. Having
our great Public Works team do this scope of work is a cost savings initiative and I appreciate the
quality of work performed.

Paving to be completed this summer:
Highland Drive from Club Drive to Hawthorne
Fairhaven Boulevard from Watertown Plank Road to Elmhurst Parkway
Lone Tree Road from Watertown Plank Road to Terrace Court
Elm Grove Road from Watertown Plank Road to Juneau Boulevard
Woodlawn Circle from Juneau Boulevard to Hillside Road
Sunset Drive from Hillside Road to Woodlawn Circle

Updates on paving progress will be posted on the Village website and included in the Elm Grove
Newsletter.

Underwood Creek Daylighting Update. As I write this update, bids were opened on May
20th. Bid compilation and analysis is underway comparing Stantec’s estimate of project costs to
the bids submitted. The low bid currently exceeds the engineers estimate which will require
further review and Board discussion. The Village has initiated the acquisition process to acquire
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2.3 acres of the abandoned CP Rail corridor which will be used for the new stream
alignment. Additionally, the Village is finalizing  the other necessary easement acquisitions and
costs. CP Rail has until June 20th to respond to the Village’s offer.

We Energies Update. The Board will be receiving an update on the resiliency of the electrical
network in June. If you have any specific questions that need answers, please forward to Village
staff. In addition, we would appreciate resident support to collaborate with We Energies and find
solutions to easements for the second phase of the project, which includes burying electrical lines
to improve service and reduce outages.
 
Other Community News. 
The Elm Grove Business Association is busy planning their first Art and Wine Walk on Saturday
June 7th from 4 to 7 P.M. Please support this inaugural event.

Single Family Home Construction in the Caroline Heights project area continues to
expand. There are currently five homes that have received building permits, and three additional
homes were reviewed by the Building Board on May 28th.

Vehicle Ordinance update. The Board formally approved an update to its vehicle ordinance to
address e-scooters. As part of this update, staff created a community education program which
emphasizes the need to yield to pedestrians and appropriate etiquette to announce your intent to
pass, including bell or other warnings. Additionally, signage has been updated to conform with
the new ordinance and safety procedures to allow all residents to fully enjoy the Villages
Pathways and Village Park.

The annual restocking of fish into the Village Pond with several species was completed in
May. Special thanks to the Junior Guild for sponsoring this project!

Water lateral work is moving forward quickly with completion in June expected. In meeting with
the Cornerstone One crew, appreciation was expressed for all the cooperation and understanding
from residents.

With summer right around the corner, my best wishes for a safe and fun filled June.

Jim Koleski – Village President – jkoleski@elmgrovewi.org

Monthly Meeting Briefs

Board of Trustees
May 27, 2025

1) Review and acceptance
of Permanent Pedestrian
Easement, and
Temporary Construction
and Access Easement
(Underwood River
PKWY Pathway)

The Board voted
unanimously to accept the
permanent pedestrian
easements along Underwood
River Parkway (Tonawanda
Elementary) and Juneau

Public Works/Utilities
Committee

May 12, 2025

1) Update on Highland Dr
Pathway

Public Works Director
Richard Paul Jr. stated that
the project was in the permit
issuance phase. It has been
well noted that the Office of
the Commissioner of
Railroads (OCR) has ordered
CPKC to finish construction

Plan Commission
May 5, 2025

1) Review and act on a
request for a revised Plan
of Operation for Wine
Down pursuant to §335-
85 for a Cocktail Lounge
with an outdoor seating
area pursuant to §335-
22A(13) located in the B-1
Local Business District at
13390 Watertown Plank
Road

The Commission voted 6-1 to
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Boulevard (St. Mary's
School).

2) Review and act on
2025 Pedestrian Pathway
Construction Bid

The Board voted
unanimously to approve the
bid from Buteyn-Peterson in
the amount of $1,229,328.19
for the 2025 Future Pathways
Project.

3) Review and act on
2025 Road Repaving Bid

The Board voted
unanimously to approve the
bid from Wolf Paving in the
amount of $487,759.03.
Working within the budgeted
amount for paving this year,
the Village can increase the
contract by up to
$117,240.97.

View the meeting agenda
here

by May 31, 2025.

View the meeting agenda
here

Public Works/Utilities
Committee

Special Meeting
May 22, 2025

1) Review and possible
action on 2025
Pedestrian Pathway
construction bids

The Committee voted
unanimously to approve the
bud from Buteyn-Peterson,
which was formally approved
by the Board of Trustees on
May 27th.

View the meeting agenda
here

approve a revised plan of
operation for Wine Down to
expand their operations to
include an outdoor seating
area. The proposed seating
area will be located in the
street yard facing Watertown
Plank Road and the design is
contingent upon Building
Board approval.

View the meeting agenda
here

Village Project Updates

Caroline Heights Project

Village staff continues to work to minimize the impact and disruption of construction
work. Roads are cleaned three times a week by outside parties and any complaints should be
forwarded to Village staff for follow-up.

Single-family home development in the Caroline Heights area is in progress. The Building Board
is actively reviewing construction plans for these residents. In total, 21 new single-family
residences will be constructed. Five (5) single-family homes have made it through Building Board
review and have been issued building permits. A number of additional reviews are also
upcoming. Keep up-to-date on plans that are reviewed by reviewing Building Board meeting
packet materials in the Agenda Center here.

For regular updates, please continue to refer to the Village website for updated information on
the project here.

Updates from Village Hall

 
New Village Clerk Sworn In

Interim Clerk Rachel Drescher swore in new Village Clerk
Crystal Turner at the May 27th Board of Trustees meeting.
Crystal brings a wealth of experience coming from the City of
Delafield and we are excited to welcome her to Elm Grove!

Stay tuned for a profile on Crystal in an upcoming edition of

https://elmgrovewi.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_05272025-1761
https://elmgrovewi.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_05122025-1751?html=true
https://elmgrovewi.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_05222025-1753?html=true
https://elmgrovewi.org/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_05052025-1747?html=true
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https://elmgrovewi.org/777/Caroline-Heights-Construction-Updates


the newsletter.

Former Village Trustee Tom Shepherd
Honored

Former Village Trustee and Recreation Committee
Chairman Tom Shepherd was honored at the Board of
Trustees meeting on May 27th with a framed
proclamation. Village President Jim Koleski recited the
proclamation during the meeting, thanking Tom for his
service and dedication to the Elm Grove community.
Thank you, Tom!

Elm Grove Business Association to Host First Ever Wine Walk on
June 7th

Get ready for a sensational summer evening in the heart of Elm Grove! The first annual Elm
Grove Wine and Art Walk, presented by the Elm Grove Business Association, will take place on
Saturday, June 7th, 2025, from 4:00 PM to 7:00 PM — inviting participants to sip fine wines,
explore unique local art, and enjoy the vibrant spirit of our beloved village.
This walkable event transforms the businesses of Elm Grove into a lively gallery and wine tasting
experience. With 12 local businesses serving as host locations, guests will enjoy a variety of
regional wine pours while admiring the talent of local artists displaying their creations along the
way.
Admission Includes:

Access to the event
A commemorative wine glass
Wine tastings at 12 participating Elm Grove businesses

With a ticket purchase, wristbands and wine glasses can be picked up the day of the event at S.J.
Janis, your starting point for a perfect evening.
Whether you're a seasoned wine lover or simply seeking a cultural night out, the Elm Grove Wine
and Art Walk offers a relaxed and enriching atmosphere for all 21+. Bring your friends, meet new
people, and support local artists and businesses in one unforgettable evening.
Don't miss your chance to experience the art, flavor, and charm of Elm Grove this summer!
BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY! Ticket sales will end June 4th:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elm-grove-wine-and-art-walk-tickets-1295939011469
Participating Businesses: O'Donoghue's Irish Pub, G. HOME Doering and Co. Real Estate LLC,
Elm Grove Travel, Wine Down, S.J. Janis Company Inc., The Ottoman Society, Great Harvest of

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/elm-grove-wine-and-art-walk-tickets-1295939011469


Elm Grove, Board & Brush Elm Grove, WI, Fazio's Chocolate, M3 Realty, Za.

Ready For Summer?!

2025 Tunes on Tuesdays
6:30 P.M. - 8:30 P.M. - Elm Grove
Village Park Pavilion

June 10th - After Hours 
June 24th - Saturday June Band 
July 15th - Andrea and the Mods 
July 29th - Hungry Williams Band 
August 12th - Kaleidoscope 

Tunes on Tuesdays is generously
sponsored by the Elm Grove
Community Foundation.

2025 Friday Flicks 
Movies begin at 8:30 P.M. - Elm
Grove Village Park Pavilion

June 6th - Lady and the Tramp 
June 20th - Mary Poppins Returns 
July 11th - The Lion King 
July 26th - SpongeBob SquarePants
Movie 
August 8th - Wild Robot 

Friday Flicks is generously sponsored
by the Elm Grove Junior Guild and
the Elmbrook Rotary Club

Elm Grove Pool Opening Delay

Due to ongoing maintenance and repairs the Pool will
be opening Wednesday June 4th. We are excited for
the warmer weather and staff are working diligently to
insure the pool will be ready for the long summer ahead.



To learn more about the Village Park Pool visit: Elm
Grove Aquatics

A Message from the Beautification Committee

HUGE Perennial
Plant Sale

The Elm Grove Beautification
Committee's annual plant
sale is Saturday, June 7th
and this year we have over
125 options for you to choose
from! Get started on your
wish list today!

To view a list of plants, visit
the Village website.

Village-wide
Buckthorn Party

In a fun, creative
collaboration, the Elm Grove
Junior Guild Gala auctioned
off the efforts of the Invasive
Species Task Force for one
hour on Sunday, June
8th. Please come join in the
fun as this is an all hands on
deck event! Let's get the most
impressive before and after
photos possible. Drinks and
snacks provided.

Johnson Nursery
Sale Pick-Up

You get your choice of 2
conifers, 9 ferns, 65
perennials, 24 shrubs, 1 vine,
and 16 trees! Order
online before June 7th and it
will get delivered to Elm
Grove on June 14th for easy,
convenient pick-up. A
portion of all sales come back
to our committee to support
our mission!

Monarch Milkweed
Map

We have been putting an
orange dot on each property
reporting or observed to be
growing native milkweed.
Will you help us reach our
2025 goal of 400 dots on the

map? Grow milkweed, send
addresses that you notice
might not yet be included,
and encourage your

Pollinator Week

Events

The Beautification
Committee has numerous
events planned for
Pollinator Week 2025!

June 16th and 18th--free
guided tours of village park to
help you learn plant
identification

June 21st--lecture by Dr.
Warren Porter from UW-
Madison on the human
effects of pesticide exposure

All week--library window
display that you definitely
need to check out!

https://elmgrovewi.org/599/Aquatics
https://elmgrovewi.org/DocumentCenter/View/5453
https://www.jniplants.com/online-plant-sales
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D45A4AB2EA2F8C34-57006118-june


Free Site Visits

Looking to be a part of Elm
Grove's Community Wildlife
Habitat certification, but
don't know where to
start? The
Beautification Committee is
offering free site visits to help
you determine if and how you
can be a part of our
achievement as the ONLY
community in the state of
Wisconsin certified!

neighbors and friends to get
added to the map.

A Message from the Sustainability Committee

Recycle Day 2025 Was a Great Success!

Despite the colder-than-usual weather on April 26th, the 2025 Recycle Day event at Pilgrim Park
Middle School had about 300 cars dropping off bikes, furniture, electronics, textiles, books,
household goods, and clothing. Here are the totals from each organization:

1. Goodwill collected 3,188 lbs. of "hardline" and "softline" items.
2. Midwest Computer Recycling collected 2,716 lbs., including 31 TVs, 24 computers, 36

iPads, 4 microwaves, 3 lawnmowers, plus much more.
3. Habitat for Humanity completely filled a 26-foot truck with some Tetris skills needed to

get everything to fit. 
4. FOEGL estimates 300 books were donated, including many children's books.



5. Wisconsin Bike Fed collected 76 bikes.
6. Milwaukee Textile Recycling collected old rags, towels, really worn-out clothing and other

textiles totaling 1,711 lbs.

Thank you to everyone who came to this event and donated their old items - our landfills
appreciate it!

Be on the lookout for Recycle Day 2026 in the Grove.

To learn more visit: Sustainability Committee

 
For government meeting and community event information,

visit the calendar below.

Village Calendar

 
Elm Grove Police Department

Summer Safety Message from
the Elm Grove Police
Department

As summer arrives, the Elm Grove Police
Department would like to share a few
important reminders to help everyone enjoy a
safe, fun, and relaxing season.

Stay Cool & Hydrated
With warmer days ahead, it's important to
stay hydrated and take care in the heat. Drink
plenty of water, wear sunscreen, and don’t
forget to check on neighbors—especially the
elderly—who may need an extra hand during
high temperatures.

Children and Pets Belong Out of Hot Cars
Please remember: even with the windows cracked, the temperature inside a vehicle can rise
dangerously fast. Never leave children or pets unattended in a vehicle—not even for a minute.

Curfew Reminder: 11:00 PM
With school out and summer in full swing, we want to remind families that the Village of Elm
Grove’s curfew for minors is 11:00 PM. We appreciate everyone’s cooperation in helping keep our
young residents safe and out of harm’s way.

Community Events in the Park
We’re excited to see you this summer at Tunes on Tuesdays, Friday Flicks in the Park, and the
Third Space Brewing Company Beer Garden! These events are a great way to enjoy the season,
meet your neighbors, and spend time with bike officers the Elm Grove Police Department in a
relaxed, family-friendly setting. Be sure to say hello to our bike patrol officers while you’re there
and don’t forget to ask them for their Elm Grove Police Department trading card!

Drive Safe & Celebrate Responsibly
Whether you're heading to a summer BBQ or just cruising through the Village, please drive
safely. Avoid distractions, obey speed limits, and never drive under the influence. Let’s all do our
part to keep Elm Grove roads safe.

https://elmgrovewi.org/774/Sustainability-Committee
https://elmgrovewi.org/calendar.aspx?CID=14,22&Keywords=&startDate=&enddate=&


Plan Ahead for a Safe 4th of July
The Fourth of July is a time for celebration, but safety comes first. Be mindful of Village
ordinances regarding fireworks and noise. Village ordinance prohibits the use of fireworks in the
Village and recommends that you attend a public display. If you’re hosting or attending a
gathering, please plan ahead—don’t drink and drive, and always have a sober ride home.
From all of us at the Elm Grove Police Department, we wish you a safe, happy, and healthy
summer!

Elm Grove Woman's Club

The Elm Grove Woman’s Club is starting a new
summer series, Summer in the Grove! Summertime
is a perfect time of year to get outside and enjoy the
warm weather with your community. These events
are designed to bring people together, offering a
delightful mix of entertainment and camaraderie.

Mark your calendars! This summer we are hosting
three exciting outdoor events at our clubhouse the
evenings of June 17th, July 22nd, and August 13th.
Each event features a different theme and will be a
great way to spend an evening with family and
friends. Details for the July and August’s Summer in
the Grove events coming soon. Visit our website,
www.EGWC.org, to stay up to date with all the
upcoming events.

Our kickoff summer in the Grove event on June 17th is Music Bingo from 5:30-8:30 p.m. at our
clubhouse. Music Bingo is a twist on the classic game of Bingo. It involves listening to songs
instead of calling out numbers. Food and beverages will be available for purchase during the
event. Tickets starting at $20 for adults and $10 for kids 12 and under. Don't miss out on the VIP
experience which includes VIP seating along with a food and drink ticket per person! You can
find more details about the event and tickets can be purchased on our website.

Elmbrook School District

Elmbrook Hosts 10th Annual Engaged in Excellence Awards

On Monday, May 5th, Elmbrook Schools held the 10th Annual Engaged in Excellence Awards
Red Carpet Gala at the Sharon Lynne Wilson Center for the Arts, sponsored by the Elmbrook
Education Foundation. The event celebrated numerous individual and team finalists, alumni,
2024-25 retirees, and community partner honorees, among others.

The evening was a mix of sincerity, comedy, and appreciation, and included an emotional tribute
to Elmbrook retirees, a parody of The Office with Principal Schroeder, and a high-energy music
video to commemorate 10 years, and more - all available on the District's YouTube Channel!

Congratulations to the winners of the 2025 Engaged in Excellence Awards!

Excellence in Teaching - Elementary: Heidi Hudson-Mairet (Special Education,
Tonawanda)
Excellence in Teaching - Middle School: Hillary Szukalski (English Language Arts, PPMS)
Excellence in Teaching - High School: Heather Minton (Math, BCHS)
Excellence in Teaching - New Educator: Emma Jankowski (Special Education, Dixon)
Excellence in Transportation: Jeff Kelly (Standby)
Excellence in Student Services: Lynn Koehler (Speech & Language Pathologist,
BCHS/WHMS)
Excellence in Service & Support: Brooke Flesner (Receptionist, District Office)
Excellence in Teamwork: District Occupational Therapist Team (Murphy Lance, Jenn
Nagy, Brady Irwin, Erika Sasada, Emma Gooding, Jessica Danko-Meyer)
Excellence in Leadership: Paige Lightner (Associate Principal, BEHS)

http://www.egwc.org
https://www.elmbrookschools.org/news-details/~board/district-news/post/elmbrook-hosts-10th-annual-engaged-in-excellence-awards
https://youtu.be/Udh4lxkxttU
https://youtu.be/nn_81XV6q_M
https://youtu.be/wRtG8qsJeeU?si=ywPuXjWaaklP8KmF


Excellence in Teaching Support: Marlena Kirk (Fairview South)
Excellence in Coaching or Advising: Emily Paprocki (Best Buddies, BEHS)
Excellence in Substitute Teaching: Kristin Huard (Swanson)
Excellence in Volunteering: Carey Drees (Dixon PTO / EEF)
Alumni Excellence Award: Dr. Gopika SenthilKumar (BCHS, Class of 2015) & Dr.
Christopher Selzer (BEHS, Class of 2015)
Excellence in a Community Partnership: Wisconsin Athletic Club of Brookfield
Excellence in Community Impact: Hannah Christianson (BEHS 2025, Founder of
Elmbrook Unified Sports)
Excellence in Service to the Community (Elmbrook Rotary Outstanding Educator): Megan
Fisher (LAUNCH)

View photos of the winners and from the event below.

Elmbrook Historical Society

Dousman Stagecoach Inn Museum

The Inn opened on May 4th. Tour the fully restored 1840's stagecoach inn. Tours are 1-4pm on
the first and third Sundays of each month, May through October.

Aggies Antiques: on site, will also be open when the Inn is open.

1860's Tea in the Afternoon:  Dates are June 1, October 5, and December 7 with seatings at
1pm and 2:30 pm (except December, seatings are 11:30am and 1pm). Tea is served in the historic
dining room of the Inn. Included: tea breads, fruit, tea sandwiches, veggies, dessert and
beverages. The cost is S25 per person. Advance reservations and prepayment are required. We
also offer private teas for groups of 5 - 18.

200 Years of Historic Guns, Father's Day at the Inn:  Sunday June 15, from 1 - 4pm. Guns
from 1760 through 1960 on display for one day only. Two local collectors will display their
collections: black powder guns, muzzle loaders, long guns, handguns, military guns and much
more. Admission required, cash only. Bring your dad and he gets in free (one dad per group).

Girl/Boy Scout events are available. Learn about life in the 1800's. play historic games. attend
a one-room school or earn a patch/badge. Events can be tailored to your group.

Pioneer Day Camp at the Inn:  July 28-August 1 is sold out. Thank you!

To learn more about the Elmbrook Historical Society visit:
Elmbrook Historical Society

Elmbrook Humane Society

Elmbrook Humane Society is once again
excited to offer a variety of summer
camp options this year, taught by our
Certified Humane Educator in
collaboration with other shelter staff.

http://www.elmbrookhistoricalsociety.org/


These camps are catered to fit a variety
of interests in the animal welfare field
for our animal compassionate youth.

Join us for Young Veterinarian 2-day
camps for kiddos ages 7 to 12 and a 3-
day Veterinarian Camp for youth ages 10
to 14. During these fun and interactive
camps, students will learn a plethora of
skills and processes from intake exams,
to treating illnesses, completing daily
medical rounds at our shelter, the
importance of enrichment for domestic
species, the importance of a force free
environment and more! They will learn from experts in the shelter medicine field including our
shelter veterinarians and medical team.

Our Incredible World of Dogs camp is back by demand this summer for another round of
educational fun! This special one-day, canine-themed camp, youth will explore the origins of how
dogs became pets and through a variety of hands-on activities, take a fascinating look at the
world through their eyes! Students will learn the ancestry and biology of dogs, the many
incredible breeds of dogs, understanding canine behavior and body language, how shelters care
for dogs in our community and of course interaction with some of our awesome therapy dogs!
This class is for kiddos ages 7-12 years old.

You can learn more about our summer and year-round camps and classes by visiting the ‘Youth
Programs’ tab on our website; www.ebhs.org. Registration and frequently asked questions can
also be found here along with all upcoming Humane Education camps and programs. We hope to
see your animal-loving kids this summer! 

To learn more visit: Elmbrook Humane Society

Community Links
  

Elm Grove Business
Association

Elm Grove Community
Foundation

Elm Grove Junior
Guild

Elm Grove Kiwanis Club Elm Grove Library

 

Elm Grove Woman's
Club

 

Elmbrook Historical Society Elmbrook Humane Society Elmbrook Rotary
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